Reflective Questions for Each Step of the Research Process
- developed by Kimberly Dyar, NBCT in Library Media and English/Language Arts


 General Questions for Any Step of the Research Process

· How did the strategy you planned in order to achieve your research goal work out when you applied it?  

· What will you change or adapt as a result of how it worked? 

· How did the adapted strategy work out when you applied it? 

      (Repeat as needed in context of strategy management.) 

· Based on your successes and challenges with _______ research step, what advice would you give a friend about how to be successful with that step and its tasks?
· What help do you need from your media specialist or teacher?

    Pre-search

· How important was background information from class and your own knowledge to helping you understand the information you found while researching?  Explain the ways it did or did not help you.

· What strategies did you use to deal with difficult vocabulary while researching?  How do you know whether the strategies were effective (or not)?

    Question

· What important question do you want to be able to answer when you finish your research?

· How did you break the essential question down into follow-up questions?  How did having smaller, follow-up questions impact how you approached your research?

· What strategies did you use to create keywords and search terms?  How effective were those strategies when you implemented them?  How do you know the strategies were effective (or not)? 


      Plan

· Which source of information did you choose to use first and why?  How did it work out for you?  What are the characteristics of a good resource?  

· What was the hardest thing about using the available resources? 

· Of the criteria for reliable sources (current, accurate, authoritative, relevant, and unbiased), which was the easiest/hardest to evaluate and why?  Which was most important for your research?  Why?

     

     Gather
· What was the most difficult aspect of note taking for you?  What strategies did you use to be successful?  

    

     Sift/Sort
· How did you know whether you answered your questions sufficiently?  

· What information do you still need?  How will you get it? 

· How do you determine what information is irrelevant and relevant?  What are the characteristics of relevant information?


    Synthesize
· What did you learn or come to understand better as a result of your research? 


· What are you interested in sharing with others?  How will you do so?


      Evaluate

· Did you enter research with a preconceived opinion about your thesis?  How did your opinion change over the course of your research?  (It may have become validated more strongly or reversed.)

· What obstacles did you encounter during your research?  How did you deal with them?  Were the choices you made helpful to you in terms of moving forward?  Why or why not? 

· What resources or insights did you discover that you would use in the future?  How might they help you in the future?


      Produce 
· How well did you address the components of the assignment?  Review your work and consider the following questions to make revisions.

· What is your thesis and how will you effectively communicate and support it?

· Who is your audience?  How will you appeal to them?

· What is your purpose (persuade, inform, entertain) and how will you achieve it?

· What format will you use and how will it impact the development of your product?
